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deputy. He saw that it was impossible to postpone
a conflict; and he thought too, it is probable, that to
compromise his dignity was an unwise preparation for a
critical struggle.
He was sentenced, in default, to lose all the lands
which he held of the French crown. This was an
event of great importance in the legal history of the
French monarchy. On this sentence depended their
king's right to the lands which were afterwards seized.
Years later, when the murder of Arthur filled the largest
space in men's memories of this troubled time, and when
Louis was fighting for the English crown, it was asserted
that John's forfeiture was due to a sentence of the peers
on the murderer of his nephew. But of such a trial
there is no trace. It was now, probably on April 28,1202,
that the decisive sentence went forth from the French
king's court that the disobedient vassal who had wronged
his own men and those of his overlord had forfeited all
his lands, and that the supreme lord, King Philip, might
by law resume them into his own hands. From this
moment, if the judgment of the court could be accepted,
John had no legal right to his possessions. The lands of
Rollo and of the demon-race of Anjou had come again
into the hands of the king of Paris.
Philip lostnotime in executing the sentence of hiscourt.
He took first the castles which John had pledged;, Bouta-
vant and Tillieres, and then Longchamps, Mortemer, and
Lyons-la-Foret. He then besieged Eadepont, whence
he was driven by a sudden march of John. Thence he
turned to besiege Gournay, which was stoutly defended
by its lord Here Philip showed the military skill for
which he was afterwards renowned. The castle was